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Corpus der Quellen zur mittelalterlichen Geschichte der Juden im Reichsgebiet  

(Corpus of sources concerning the history of the Jews in the Roman-German Empire 

during the Middle Ages) 

 

1. Description of the project: 

1.1. Aim 

Until today, it is a fact too rarely acknowledged by historians that the history of the Jews 

offers new perspectives if it is combined with "general" history. Many Christian ideas and 

processes also become visible in the mirror of Jewish tradition. 

The mutual influences were intensive (HAVERKAMP, Europas Juden). Bernhard 

BLUMENKRANZ (Révélateur) rightly emphasised this fact decades ago. Recently, it was 

Christoph CLUSE who demonstrated this again in his research on the formation and 

organisation of Medieval communities (Jüdische Gemeinde). In this respect, the comparative 

exploration of the expulsion of the Jews from their territories, which contributed considerably 

to the discussion on the emergence of European national states, has to be mentioned (cf. 

MENTGEN, Vertreibung).  

The project described intends to make a contribution to a fundamental research based on 

material, thus joining the great tradition founded by the Monumenta Germaniae Historica and 

the Regesta Imperii (both are German collections of sources primarily editing the documents 

of the German kings and emperors of the Middle Ages).  

 

1.2. Conception 

Over the period of fourteen years, the project wants to record all relevant sources on the 

history of the Jews in the Roman-German Empire during the Middle Ages, focusing on those 

sources which can be categorized chronologically and spatially. However, it has to be 

admitted that it will be very difficult, if not impossible to collect all sources, especially those 

of the second half of the fifteenth century. Following the basic work Germania Judaica III, 

the year of 1519 has been chosen as the closing date. 

 

a) Study area: The area covered in the project is the territory of the Roman-German Empire; 

thus the project does not stop at the borders of today's nations, but includes Germany's current 

neighbouring countries (Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, France, Switzerland, 

Austria, the Czech Republic and Poland - not all of them as a whole, however). In addition to 
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these neighbouring countries, parts of Italy and Slovenia are part of the "corpus", as well. 

Thus, the project does not only deal with German, but with European history. 

 

b) Schedule: Data gathering is primarily determined by chronology. The first phase (five 

years) wants to cover the sources from 1273 to 1347. Thus, the project begins where the 

registers of degrees by Julius ARONIUS (Regesten zur Geschichte der Juden), which are still - 

despite their age - indispensable to modern research, end. The end of the year 1347 is suited 

as a caesura for two reasons: First of all because of the death of Emperor Louis IV the 

Bavarian, a fact which made it easier for Charles IV to seize power and ascend the throne. 

The second reason is the fact that the pogroms of the Black Death began in the following 

year. Besides, a large number of documents from the second half of the fourteenth century are 

closely connected with this phase of persecutions which occurred all over the country. At the 

end of the first phase, we intend to publish an edition of the "corpus" for the period between 

1273 and 1347.  

Further cuts for the publications are the years 1390 (beginning of the local and regional 

expulsions of Jews in Central Europe), 1440 (beginning of the reign of Emperor Frederick 

III.) and finally 1519 (expulsion of the Jews from Regensburg).  

In the first phase of the project, we gather the sources and structure them. Furthermore, we 

write summaries of and - where necessary - comments on them. This happens on the basis of 

the Germania Judaica II, the dissertations and other publications written in Trier as well as on 

the basis of the database available at the Arye Maimon-Institut für Geschichte der Juden. It is 

especially the new federal states in Eastern Germany where the archives have not been 

systematically searched through. Meanwhile, however, there is a repertory consisting of 

several volumes which facilitates this task (JERSCH-WENZEL/RÜRUP, Quellen). The chief 

executive of the Arye Maimon-Institut für Geschichte der Juden at the University of Trier, Dr. 

Christoph CLUSE, supports the project staff in their task. 

In addition to that, the project director Prof. Dr. Alfred HAVERKAMP plays an important part 

in the project. Due to his experience in editing and making accessible documents from 

archives and libraries, he determines the guidelines of our edition and checks their 

implementation. Moreover, he coordinates all steps within the project. 

The involvement of staff from other projects led by Prof. HAVERKAMP leads to synergies. 

Apart from that, the project benefits from the close cooperation with the Arye Maimon-Institut 

für Geschichte der Juden with its databases on the history of the Jews. It also benefits from 

various interdisciplinary and international connections and especially from the collaboration 
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with acknowledged historians in Europe, Israel and the United States. Two of these historians, 

Dr. des. Rainer BARZEN (Trier) and Yacov GUGGENHEIM (Jerusalem) are responsible for the 

Hebrew sources. 

Towards the end of the first phase, we intend to complete a database containing all relevant 

sources between 1273 and 1347 as well as a manuscript ready for printing. Thus, we want to 

publish both a printed and an online version at the end of each phase of the project. The 

methods employed will not change significantly in the second and third phases, apart from the 

fact that the experiences made at the beginning will enable improvements which cannot be 

specified yet. 

Characteristic of the fourth phase is the fact that numerous Jewish communities in the Roman-

German Empire have decreased considerably and finally ceased to exist because of a large 

number of expulsions. Despite this fact, the total number of documents for this period is so 

high - which results from the fact that many more written records were produced at that time 

than before - that it might be necessary to change the form of publication after 1440 and to 

produce individual publications for separate regions of the Empire. Needless to say, it is 

nearly impossible to gather all documents dating from the times of Frederick III and 

Maximilian I, even if archivists from all over Germany and her neighbouring countries 

support us.  

All in all, due to the experiences already made in Trier, where we have been doing research 

on the Medieval history of the Jews for decades, and the preliminary work already done, it 

seems realistic to cover each of the second, third and fourth phase of the project (1348-1389, 

1390-1440, 1441-1519) in three years.  

In the context of this research, we also gather material which can be used for a new edition of 

the work by ARONIUS. Such a new edition is certainly desirable, but it cannot be achieved 

within the scope, but only on the basis of our project. 

 

c) Data gathering: Concerning the data to be gathered, there are only few Hebrew documents 

compared to those in Latin and Middle-High-German. Thus, it is mostly documentary (e.g. 

charters) and narrative sources (e.g. chronicles) in Latin and Middle High or Low German as 

well as in Old and Middle French which are relevant to our project. In general, the decisive 

criterion for including those sources into the corpus is whether they can be classified 

chronologically and spatially. This leads to the fact that theological and ecclesiastical works 

are mostly not taken into account because they cannot be classified in the way described. 

However, we comment on these texts when other sources, which we include into the "corpus", 
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allude to them. The implications of the treatise De regimine Iudaeorum, which was written by 

Thomas Aquinas for the duchess of Brabant in 1270, exemplify this point.  

The official documents (charters) are mostly presented as summaries. The aforementioned 

Regesta Imperii are the model for the formal layout of the summaries. Sources of special 

importance which have not been edited yet are to be published as a whole with a short 

summary only. The same procedure goes for the narrative sources. We will, however, 

summarize them when they have already been published before in a reliable edition. A scarce 

presentation of the original text is possible in particular cases. Sources with the same content 

which were written according to one and the same scheme, however, are summarised as 

shortly as possible or, preferably, combined in one entry.  

Besides the sources mentioned above, the project also considers information on the history of 

Jews derived from other kinds of literature. These include poems, novels or epics which will 

be presented either in extracts or in summaries, according to their length and importance.  

The general criteria for including sources into the "corpus" also go for the relevant Hebrew 

sources (cf. GRABOÏS, Sources hebraïques). Even in areas like Alsace where numerous Jews 

settled down, the number of Hebrew sources between 1273 and 1347 is quite small. Greater 

numbers of them are found on the Jewish cemeteries of Würzburg or Spandau. Concerning 

Jewish tombstones, we are in contact with several experts on this area who help us with words 

and deeds.  

The number of historiographic sources in Hebrew (chronicles etc.) written within the Roman-

German Empire is small, especially for the time after 1273. The Hebrew accounts of the 

pogroms during the First Crusade (1096), written in the middle of the twelfth century, are 

obviously an exception. The huge impact which Hebrew sources have on German history has 

been emphasised by the foundation of a sub-branch of the aforementioned Monumenta 

Germaniae Historica solely for Hebrew sources. In this sub-branch, the Hebrew accounts of 

the persecutions during the First Crusade, which were edited by Eva HAVERKAMP, have been 

published. Further Hebrew sources relevant for the "corpus" are the Piyyutim (elegies), as far 

as they deliver concrete historic allusions (HOLLENDER, Reaktionen). The few Hebrew 

account books, bills, borrower's notes and bond certificates also have to be included into the 

"corpus". 

Halakhic compendia as well as responsa (= written decisions and rulings given by Jewish 

scholars), however, will not become part of the "corpus" for two reasons: First, there are too 

many of them and second, most of them cannot be classified chronologically and spatially. 

Besides, most responsa neither mention the names of the addressee nor of the persons 
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involved in the legal proceedings. Where necessary and possible, we will comment on a 

responsum when it refers to a different source which we include into the "corpus". A 

responsum written by Meïr ben Baruch (born around 1220, died in 1293) is an example of 

such a relevant responsum. It is about the Jewish community of Stendal and reveals 

information not only on the early history of the community, but also on the early phase of a 

Jewish community in general. All Hebrew sources which will become part of the "corpus" 

will be published both in the original Hebrew text as well as in a German translation.  

The staff of the project have drawn up guidelines on the editing and summarizing of sources. 

These are based on the guidelines of the Regesta Imperii and the MGH-Diplomata and inform 

the members of the project about the editing of the texts. All of our entries are made on the 

basis of the original source, not on the basis of a publication.  

 

d) Data Presentation: Written records of Christian origin will form the core part of the 

"corpus". Among them, there is a large number of unpublished sources which have been 

gathered especially by Ph.D. students in Trier for decades. It goes without saying that the 

gathering of such sources is still going on. In preparation for the project, we have already 

compiled all sources on the history of the Jews between 1273 and 1347 which are mentioned 

in the Germania Judaica II.  

The comments on the origin of the sources and the way they have been recorded will play a 

major role when we present the data. Only by paying special attention to things like these, we 

can correct any sorts of distortion and one-sidedness in the perception of Jewish history. Debt 

instruments written on parchment or entries in legal reportings concerning money transactions 

carried out by Jews, for example, have been preserved in much greater numbers than 

documents written or commissioned by Jews in other sectors. Here, however, it has to be 

taken into consideration that the conditions of preserving legal and business documents are 

much better in general. This is the reason why there are - in contrast to the Mediterranean area 

- only few sources which tell us something about the occupations of Jews who did not work as 

money lenders.  

 

1.3. Digitalisation 

Analogous to the Regesta Imperii, we intend to publish both a printed and an online edition of 

the "corpus". Historical maps from the Atlas of Jewish history in the Middle Ages 

(Geschichte der Juden im Mittelalter von der Nordsee bis zu den Südalpen. Kommentiertes 

Kartenwerk), also edited by Alfred HAVERKAMP, are suited as a basis of the edition. The maps 
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of this atlas, which are differentiated according to areas, periods and specific subjects, can be 

used as a register to the database. By hyperlink on an entry, the respective source can be 

accessed in a "dynamic" form. This new procedure may enable further dimensions of the 

electronic edition of historical sources. As far as the technical procedure is concerned, the 

experiences of the project Informations-Netzwerk für die Geschichte des Rhein-Maas-Raumes 

(RM.net), one of our co-operation partners, will certainly be helpful. Together with certain 

other projects and institutes (among them the Arye Maimon-Institut für Geschichte der 

Juden), a program (Forschungsnetzwerk und Datenbankverbund) has been developed which 

will facilitate the electronic inventory, gathering and analysis of data of highly different form, 

including different kinds of pictures.  


